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March 11, 2022 

 

The Hon. U.S. Sen. Jack Reed 

728 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Dear Senator Reed, 

 

As you know, one of Rhode Island’s most beloved cultural and recreational attractions recently suffered a 

catastrophic failure, leaving a scar on the geography of Newport’s historic coastline.  

 

Indeed, the Cliff Walk, which stretches along 3.5 miles of Newport’s rocky coastline, holds a special place in the 

hearts of people both from across the globe and here at home. Every year, more than 1.4 million visitors walk, 

jog, and stroll, along its winding scenic path. And while the Gilded Age mansions that dot its length are marvels 

of architecture and human ambition, its unrivaled natural beauty is what has made the Cliff Walk such a treasured 

piece of Rhode Island’s cultural landscape.  

 

As a National Recreation Trail in a National Historic District, the Cliff Walk is not just a local or state asset, and 

deserves to be protected and preserved for future generations.  

 

I am writing today to ask you and your office for any help that you might be able to provide in order to ensure 

that this vital part of Newport’s natural environment is restored to its fullest extent.   

 

As in the past, we believe that any repairs made to the Cliff Walk may be an eligible use of federal funds. However, 

due to the unique nature of the collapse, we also recognize that such a determination may take some time.  

 

As Mayor, my hope is to secure funding as quickly and as efficiently as possible in order to prevent any further 

damage to this historic, national treasure. To that end, any assistance your office could provide, including 

suggestions for alternative sources of funding, will be greatly appreciated.  

 

On behalf of the Citizens of Newport, my office stands ready to accept any and all assistance.  

  

Sincerely,  

 

Jeanne-Marie Napolitano 

Mayor  
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