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January 18, 2022 

 

Nicole Alexander-Scott, MD, MPH 

3 Capitol Hill 

Providence, RI 02908 

 

Dear Dr. Alexander-Scott, 

 

I am writing to inform you that I will be leaving my current position at the Rhode Island 

Department of Health (RIDOH) on February 1, 2022. 

 

Serving as a member of RIDOH’s leadership team has been a career highlight of mine. I am 

enormously grateful for your guidance and support throughout my time working on Rhode 

Island’s COVID-19 response, and throughout my time at RIDOH. I joined State government at 

the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic because I was looking for an opportunity to serve my 

home state during the most significant public health crisis it had ever faced. I am in awe of the 

dedication and selflessness of the public servants I had the opportunity to serve alongside. I was 

inspired every day by your patience, determination, steady leadership, and commitment to the 

health and safety of the Rhode Islanders living in every community throughout the state. 

 

I’m proud of all that we accomplished together, including testing and vaccination programs that 

are among the best in the country, and the national model that we helped set for getting kids in 

school safely during the pandemic, where we know that they learn best. The tremendously 

talented and committed staff at RIDOH have a great foundation to continue the response to 

COVID-19, and to apply the lessons learned in this area to many other spheres of public health. 

As I move on to my next chapter in public health outside of State government, please know that I 

am always here to support the team in any way that I can.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Thomas J. McCarthy 

Deputy Director, Rhode Island Department of Health 

 


