
 
 
VIA EMAIL ONLY 
 
January 21, 2022 
 
Grant Pilkington 
Clerk, Joint Commission on Reapportionment 
gpilkington@rilegislature.gov 
 
RE: Cienki v. Rhode Island Special Commission on Reapportionment 
 
Dear Mr. Pilkington,  
 
Enclosed please find an Open Meetings Act (“OMA”) complaint filed against the Rhode Island Special 
Commission on Reapportionment (“Commission”). By email correspondence dated January 19, 2022, 
the Complainant alleges that the Committee violated the OMA by committing five categories of 
violations as specified in the Complaint.     
 
Kindly provide a substantive response to the Complaint within five (5) business days. The substantive 
response should address 1) whether the Commission disputes that it is subject to the OMA, and if so, the 
legal and factual grounds supporting its position in light of the Public Laws cited in the Complaint; 2) 
assuming the OMA does apply to the Commission, a substantive response to each of the five categories 
of violations alleged in the Complaint. Any factual representations, such as with regard to whether a 
rolling quorum occurred, should be supported by evidence, such as affidavits. With regard to Category 
Five of the Complaint, the Commission is requested to identify and provide evidence regarding anywhere 
where notices of its meetings were posted.  
 
Additionally, the Commission is asked to address the anticipated timeframe of its substantive work and 
process going forward, including any applicable deadlines, when the work of the Commission is 
expected to be completed, and when the General Assembly might reasonably be expected to consider 
any proposals or recommendations of the Commission. 
 
Your substantive response, as well as any documents provided as part of your response, must also be 
sent to the Complainant, unless they are being submitted to this Office for in camera review.  Kindly 
certify in your response that your substantive response, as well as any other provided documents, have 
been provided to the Complainant, specifically indicating if any documents have been omitted and the 
reason(s) for any omission, such as if certain records are being submitted in camera. The failure to 
provide a copy of your response to the Complainant, as well as the failure to specifically indicate that 
certain documents are being provided in camera only, may lead this Office to forward all received 
material to the Complainant. Please note that after the Complainant’s opportunity to respond to 
your response, neither party will be allowed an additional response without permission or inquiry 
from this Office.   
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Any correspondences to this Office regarding 
this matter should also copy the other party.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Adam D. Roach 
Adam D. Roach 
Special Assistant Attorney General 
 
ADR/cc 
Enclosure 
 
CC: Steven Hayes, Esquire 
 David Gilligan, Esquire 
  


