
August 9, 2021

Council President John J. Igliozzi
Providence City Council
25 Dorrance St.
Providence, RI
02903

Dear Council President Igliozzi,

Regarding the communication you received from Emmanuel R. Echevarria on July
27th, we have not been informed of any claims �led by City personnel and if so, by whom, nor
speci�cally for what. Nevertheless, we can only surmise that this has something to do with an
exchange that involved Demo Roberts, which is a contrived incident as we have a friendly
relationship and enjoy board meetings. If Demo is participating in any allegation at all, in my
opinion, it is because he is likely under a great deal of pressure by the City to cause me to resign
and moreover to diminish the PPBA as an independent authority as granted by State statute.
This is not an attempt to protect a victimized individual.

Here is what happened at that alleged incident: Demo Roberts was a new hire for the
city in charge of properties who I met several times at our Board meetings prior to the alleged
incident. When I �rst met him, I told him he “should be running this place.” He is an excellent
hire. During a Board meeting months later, in his report, Demo said “I need room to breathe”
a couple of times. I certainly was sensitive to that, and reasonably so, as he had a lot on his plate
to digest and learn. Out of extreme sensitivity, at the end of our meeting, I responded to Demo
in closing, that we were “not standing on (his) head (or neck?).” I made it clear at that meeting
that we were absolutely there to help him and give him time to get his footing. The PPBA
wants to work with him and bring these projects along.

If my words were perceived as insensitive, I deeply apologize for this insensitivity on my
part. I know Demo didn’t feel that way because I called him after the Board meeting and he
certainly wasn’t o�ended. We both ended up laughing. I am certainly not a bigot or anything
like that. The fact is, I am a child of immigrant Jewish parents who �ed the killing of Jews in
Russia.  I know racism, bigotry, and discrimination; that is not who I am.

What’s the real issue here? As an independent authority, the PPBA issues bonds on
behalf of the City, and was given equal powers with the City. We have the responsibility to be a
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second set eyes protecting the taxpayers from taking on debt that never had voter approval.
During the last Bond (of $120 million) I recently took on a role in making sure the PPBA
would not be a simple rubber stamp to the City. We are responsible to the City Council, with
ultimate responsibility to Providence taxpayers. When we found signi�cant issues with real
consequences and voiced them, this created ire with the City, and that is why we are here today.

This is how it works: The City Council authorized the PPBA to issue the current bond
($120 million) about a year ago, and before any payment is made to contractors, etc., two
signatures are required on the withdrawal slip: one signature from the City, and one from the
PPBA. As bond issuers, I felt it is clearly our responsibility to ask for a seat at the table and for
real documentation before signing any withdrawal orders to pay for projects. We are in many
ways a watchdog for these monies and their proper application.

Over the past year, the City has closed us out of many meetings, and I attach a list from
our project manager of all these issues. I have already made waves objecting to the City’s use of
sloppy and antiquated construction documents, which leave the taxpayers exposed to
unnecessary liabilities. It is clear that the City has grown weary of doing business with a PPBA
that acts as a truly independent authority and is trying to politically sabotage the person
most directly responsible for this. The unfounded and unde�ned accusations about
intolerance are a deceitful smear campaign attempting to remove me under the appearance of
social justice, by a mayor who would like to see us disappear.

Sincerely,

_________________________
Stanley Weiss
Chairman
Providence Public Buildings Authority
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