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Dear Board of License Commissioners, 

 

This memorandum is in response to the latest incident that required the Pawtucket Police to 

respond to Vibe Lounge. This is the fifth incident since February that has had to be brought to 

your attention. The Pawtucket Police Department strongly believes that to allow the business to 

remain open is a threat to public safety. I respectfully request that the Board of License 

Commissioners hold an emergency meeting to discuss the status of the business’s license.  

  

On April 23, 2021, at approximately 12:51am the Pawtucket Police received several 911 calls 

for shots fired inside of Vibe Lounge, located at 23 Broad Street. Officer Kinney was the first 

officer on scene and approached a member of Vibe’s security staff at the front door of the bar. 

Officer Kinney informed the security guard of the nature of the call and that she would be 

going inside to check for a gunshot victims.  The security guard was extremely hesitant to let 

Officer Kinney in the building and told her that she didn’t need to go inside.  

 

Sergeant Medeiros and Officer Patrie arrived on scene and were met with the same resistance 

from the security guard; however, they made entry and began to make their way through the 

crowd of approximately 200 patrons still inside the bar. Due to the noise created by the music 

and their inability to move through such a densely populated space Sergeant Medeiros ordered 

the security guard to shut off the music and start clearing the club of people.   

 

As Officers Kinney and Patrie were moving through the crowd towards the rear of the 

establishment they were notified that there was a gunshot victim outside the North Union 

Street door of the building. Sergeant Medeiros reported that as he moved towards the victim 

he observed several officers attempting to gain control of a small crowd that were yelling and 

screaming standing over the victim. Officers were attempting to control the crowd while also 

trying to provide life saving measures to the shooting victim.  

 

Sergeant Medeiros requested every available Pawtucket police officer, a total of thirteen 

officers, to Vibe Lounge to assist with crowd control. While attempting to render aid to victim, 

more and more people started exiting Vibe Lounge. The belligerent group began to taunt, yell, 

and scream at the officers and refused to follow lawful commands to leave the area.  

The large number of people spilling onto the street from Vibe Lounge, the number of vehicles 

attempting to leave the area, and the hostile crowd gathering around the crime scene were 
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overwhelming Pawtucket Police resources and preventing Rescue and Fire Personnel from 

entering the scene to render aid. Sergeant Medeiros was therefore forced to request mutual aid 

from surrounding communities to assist.   

 

With the additional resources the Pawtucket Police were able to secure the crime scene. The 

victim was transported to Rhode Island Hospital for treatment of five (5) gunshot wounds to 

his upper body and legs. At approximately 1:26am the crowd was finally cleared out along 

with all surrounding parking lots and streets. Two individuals, one a resident of Boston, the 

other from Lowell, were taken into custody for Disorderly Conduct and Obstruction of Justice.  

 

The owners of Vibe Lounge, Victor and Leslie Silva, were both on scene during the incident. 

Detectives confirmed the shooting victim was a patron of Vibe Lounge. Additionally, when 

reviewing the video surveillance of the interior of Vibe Lounge I observed numerous Covid-

19 violations to include the use of Hookah, non-compliance with the mask mandate, and 

dancing.   

 

Note: This matter is still under investigation by the Major Crime Unit. 

 

If you require any additional information, please contact me at your convenience. 

   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Captain David Holden  

 

  

 

 

 


