
 

 

November 18, 2020 

 

The Honorable Gina Raimondo 

Governor of Rhode Island 

RI State House 

Providence, RI 02903 

 

Dear Governor Raimondo: 

 

The RI Hospitality Association is writing with grave concern for the Rhode Island restaurant community in light 

of increasing COVID-19 case counts throughout the state. Pre-COVID, the hospitality industry employed over 

87,000 Rhode Islanders, making the industry one of the largest employers in the state.  

We understand that the COVID-19 case trends in Rhode Island are alarming, and we have continually 

encouraged restaurants to do their part by complying with state and local public health and safety orders.  

That being said, we ask that you explore every other possible solution and do everything within your power to 

avoid shutting down restaurants or placing further restrictions upon them. Restaurants and other small Main 

Street businesses have been asked to bear the brunt of this pandemic when the data has shown that they are not 

the culprits of the spread.  

We implore you to consider the restaurant industry operators and employees who are facing the possibility of 

losing their income, livelihood, and retirement through no fault of their own. Not only that, but please consider 

the existential crisis the Rhode Island economy will face if the state shutters the industry that employs thousands 

of Rhode Islanders. Many of these employees have also faced economic hardship over the last eight months and 

cannot afford to lose their jobs right before the holiday season.  

We have significant concerns with allowing data alone to be the driving factor in determining restrictions placed 

on restaurants, as it appears that the publicly accessible data does not correlate. In fact, as restaurants have been 

further restricted across the country, nationwide, the cases have consistently increased, demonstrating that 

restrictions placed on restaurants do not have an immediate impact on case transmission and may be driving 

people to unregulated places like homes.  

Restaurants should also not be singled out as the only sector bearing the brunt of additional restrictions. We are 

part of the overall retail sector, all of which also involves people congregating.  

In the event you believe that additional measures are needed, we ask that you consider the following alternatives:  

• Reduce the table size from eight people to five to help ensure that only people from the same household 

are dining together.  



 

• Keep all outdoor dining open and accessible. If a restaurant has an “indoor” patio space under state 

guidelines, please allow them to keep that space open under current spacing and capacity guidelines. 

• Allow restaurants to continue all takeout, delivery, curbside, and drive-thru operations, and make these 

as accessible as possible.  

We also ask that you consider the following to support restaurants through another shut down:  

• Dramatically increase the maximum grant amount under Restore RI or other such program 

• Develop a state version of the Payroll Protection Program to help keep staff employed  

• Call for rent and loan abatement for workers and restaurant/bars.  

• Waive penalties for late filings of any kind for businesses.  

• Provide relief for renewal costs of any licensure during the state of emergency.  

• Delay or excuse remittance of sales tax for restaurants.  

Thank you for your continued support of our industry. We welcome continued dialogue and are happy to be a 

resource for you. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Dale J. Venturini 

President/CEO 


