
 
 
 

May 17, 2020 
 
To Our Guests, 
 
On behalf of the hundreds of restaurants across the state of Rhode Island please let us begin by 
saying that we deeply miss seeing you. Our daily lives have changed so much in the last two 
months since restaurants in our state were ordered to be closed for dining in. The restaurant 
business is not just simply about the meal, wine, or your favorite cocktail. However, it is more 
about romance, family, friendships, creating memories, and the ability to bring us all together 
as a community. 
 
Restaurants support a tremendous amount of small, as well as large businesses through our 
daily needs. Up to 90% of the money independent restaurants earn goes right back into our 
communities, through payroll, vendors, rent and many more services. We know how much our 
restaurants are loved in Rhode Island as we have the most restaurants per capita nationwide. 
We offer a diverse, vibrant and delicious culinary scene that has become world renowned. 
 
The restaurant industry has been one of the most severely impacted by the closures related to 
Covid-19. We have done all that has been asked of us to help flatten the curve. Many of us are 
now doing all we can just to get by while helping our team members and our community at the 
same time. Takeout, delivery, and outdoor seating with reduced capacities will not sustain us 
for long.  
 
We are one of the most regulated industries for health standards and our goal has always been 
to exceed those standards for our guests. For this reason, we are asking you our guests to 
support us in our request for opening indoor dining by June 1, 2020. The very existence of what 
our restaurant community will look like depends on us being more creative than ever now. 
However, we must be allowed this opportunity to serve you to the best of our abilities within 
the new restrictions from the Department of Health. 
 
All of us love what we do. The memories we have shared and created with all of you is the core 
of our being. We are ready to welcome you back in a safe, comfortable, enjoyable and delicious 
way. 
 
Sincerely,  
 


