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October 1, 2019 
 
The Honorable Charles A. Lombardi 
Office of the Mayor 
North Providence Town Hall 
2000 Smith Street 
North Providence, RI  02904 
 
Dear Mayor Lombardi: 
 
First and foremost, thank you for the opportunity to serve in your administration as Police Chief for the                  
North Providence Police Department. It has been an incredible honor and privilege. It is with a great deal                  
of satisfaction and tremendous sense of accomplishment, I submit this correspondence announcing my             
intention to retire by January 1, 2020.  
 
Working together, you and I have accomplished a remarkable amount in just over two-plus years;               
transforming an agency once referred to by a media outlet as dysfunctional, to one which is now set to                   
enjoy the coveted distinction of being an accredited law enforcement agency in the State of Rhode Island.                 
Serving as both Mayor and Public Safety Director, you were in a unique position to observe firsthand, the                  
incredible transformation which has occurred within the North Providence Police Department. This            
transformation required an inordinate amount of time, energy, dedication and above all, professional,             
competent leadership in order to be realized. I am proud of the numerous positive accomplishments that                
have occurred within the agency and community, during my tenure, under my leadership and with your                
support. A mere snapshot of those accomplishments include: 
 

● Increased officer presence in the community with abundant outreach engagement initiatives  
● Additional Resource Officers assigned to our schools  
● Instilling a professional, respectful, culture and decorum within the department. 
● Positive relationships forged with faith based and social services agencies, such as St. Mary’s              

Home for Children and Tri-County 
● Earning Rhode Island State Accreditation  
● Creation and implementation of prudent administrative and operational policies 
● Promoting the value of volunteerism in the community among our officers. 
● Publication of an agency Annual Report for the public 
● Fostering a department-wide outlook of transparency with the public and media  



● The successful construction of a new, state-of-the-art, Public Safety Complex, completed on time             
and within budget. 

  



The Honorable Charles A. Lombardi 
Page 2 
October 1, 2019 
 
 
Serving as Police Chief has afforded me the opportunity to fulfill several personal and professional goals                
including the culmination of a 25-plus year law enforcement career. On a professional level, an ethnic                
ceiling was broken at the Rhode Island State Police in 2010 when Colonel Brendan P. Doherty appointed                 
me to the Command Staff—the first Armenian-American to become a Command Staff member,             
ultimately retiring at the rank of Major in 2015. Similarly, due to the faith, confidence and conviction                 
you displayed, by my appointment as Chief of Police, you have afforded me the distinction of being the                  
first Armenian–American to hold the position of Police Chief in the State of Rhode Island. These are                 
both proud achievements personally and for the Armenian community. As a result, I am truly humbled to                 
share the stage in a small way with other distinguished Armenian-American public servants, who were               
seen as role models for our community and held honorable, respected headship positions in our state; like                 
Postmaster Harry Kizirian as well as a former Chief Judge of the Family Court, The Honorable Haiganush                 
Bedrosian—each of us decedents of Armenian genocide survivors. 
 
My late father, Peter, instilled in me the concept of leaving your station in life in better condition than                   
once you found it. Keeping that philosophy in mind, it is my sincere hope you will agree, in terms of the                     
North Providence Police Department, “Mission Accomplished.” This agency and its members, have met,             
and some instances exceeded, the benchmarks I had set for the department. Reflecting back upon the                
numerous achievements and improvements that have occurred, it is my humble opinion, I was the right                
person at the right time to provide the transformational leadership the department so desperately needed.               
Now the time has come for me explore other opportunities outside the field of law enforcement. The                 
department is being left in the extremely capable, competent hands, of a long-time, career law               
enforcement professional, Deputy Chief Arthur Martins. Deputy Chief Martins is a man I hold in               
extremely high regard, a person whom I have placed an incredible amount of trust and confidence in, who                  
is well equipped to become Chief of the department.  
 
It has been an incredibly rewarding and honorable experience to hold the rank of Colonel, serve as Chief                  
of Police in your administration alongside the many dedicated officers and support staff within the North                
Providence Police Department. I look forward to working collaboratively during the remaining months to              
ensure a smooth transition of leadership within the department.  
 
In closing, I wish to thank you for the opportunity you afforded me to once again be a public servant. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
David P. Tikoian 
Colonel 
Chief of Police 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Committed to Excellence” 


